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November 2016 

 

Dear PS 98 Families, 

 

In our efforts to continue to work on our instructional focus of collaborative conversations, we are 

very excited to present our featured book of the month, Little Tree, by Loren Long. Although it’s 

colorful illustrations make it appear like a children’s book, there is actually a very important message 

for kids and adults alike. We hope you can learn from the message of this book as much as we did! 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Book of the Month Team 
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Questions organized by Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy of Higher Order Thinking 

 

Although there are grade band denotations, we found that some questions would be appropriate 

for all students: 

 

Bloom’s Taxonomy Level Possible Questions/ Thinking Maps 

 Grades K-2 Grades 3-5 

Remember:  

Recognize, recall,  

locate, identify 

Why does the Little Tree decide 

to hold on to his leaves after all 

the other trees drop theirs?  

What do the forest animals 

think about Little Tree keeping 

his leaves? 

Understand:  

Clarify, summarize, paraphrase, 

represent, predict, compare 

Think about the beginning of 

the story. Create a partial multi-

flow map to explain the effects 

of Little Tree letting go of his 

leaves. 

Think about a time when you 

let go of something familiar. 

Compare how you felt with the 

feelings of Little Tree.  

Apply:  

Use procedure in a  

given situation, carry-  

out or use with unfamiliar task 

Imagine that you are an 

animal in the forest. What 

advice would you give to the 

Little Tree? Why? 

Imagine that Little Tree is a real 

person, and a friend of yours. 

What advice would you give to 

him about how he is feeling? 

How do you think you could 

help? 

Analyze:  

Break into parts, distinguish, 

organize, outline, deconstruct 

We see Little Tree through all 4 

seasons of the year. Use a tree 

map to describe what 

happens to him each season.  

How does Little Tree feel about 

change? How can you tell? 

Evaluate:  

Make judgments based on 

criteria and critique 

At the end of the story it states 

that in the winter, Little Tree lets 

go. Why does he decide to be 

brave? 

What emotion do you think 

prevents Little Tree from 

growing throughout the story? 

What changes? 

Create:  

Reorganize elements into new 

patterns, design, construct, 

produce 

The story ends with “Once 

there was a little tree…” Create 

the next page of this story to 

describe how Little Tree feels 

now.  

Create a new ending to this 

story in which Little Tree 

decides NOT to let go of his 

leaves. Consider how the story 

might sound if Little Tree 

decides NOT to change.  

 

 

 

 

 


