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Dear PS 98 Families,    

 

   

         Welcome Back! This month’s selection, The Giving Tree, by Shel Silverstein is a tender story about 

love and selflessness. Shel Silverstein has created a moving parable for readers of all ages that offers 

an affecting interpretation of the gift of giving and a serene acceptance of another's capacity to 

love in return. 

 

       Every day the boy would come to the tree to eat her apples, swing from her branches, or slide 

down her trunk...and the tree was happy. However, as the boy grew older he began to want more 

from the tree, and the tree gave and gave and gave. At its heart, the poem is a reminder that it is 

the little things in life that give us the most happiness. The happiness the boy experienced when he 

was playing with the tree or the satisfaction he felt when he just sat on the tree, which was now just a 

stump, was not found by him when he was making money or building a house. It is the small moments 

of unconditional actions that give us the most joy. We hope you enjoy reading this month’s book! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Book of the Month Team 
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Questions organized by Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy of Higher Order Thinking 

Although there are grade band denotations, we found that some questions would be appropriate 

for all students. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social-Emotional Learning Activity:  Write about a time you have done something just to make 

someone else happy. 

Bloom’s Taxonomy Level Possible Questions/ Thinking Maps 

 Grades K-2 Grades 3-5 

Remember:  

Recognize, recall,  

locate, identify  
 

Use a flow map to describe the 

sequence of events in the story. 

Use a flow map to describe the 

sequence of events in the story. 

Understand:  

Clarify, summarize, 

paraphrase, 

represent, predict, 

compare  
 

Use a bubble map to describe 

the boy or the tree in the story. 

How would you compare and 

contrast the boy and the tree? 

Apply:  

Use procedure in a  

given situation, carry-  

out or use with 

unfamiliar task  

 

 
 

What is one way that the boy 

could have given back to the 

tree to say thank you? 

What is one way that the boy 

could have given back to the tree 

to say thank you? 

Analyze:  

Break into parts, 

distinguish, organize, 

outline, deconstruct  

 

 

Why do you think the boy was 

never happy? Do you think he 

was happy at the end of the 

story? Why or why not? 

Why do you think the boy was 

never happy? Do you think he was 

happy at the end of the story? 

Why or why not? 

Evaluate:  

Make judgments based 

on criteria, critique 

In your opinion, do you think the 

boy is selfish? Explain why or why 

not. 

In your opinion, why do you think 

the author chose to end the story 

this way? 

Create:  

Reorganize elements 

into new patterns, 

design, construct, 

produce 

Create a gift for the tree to show 

your gratitude. Write a message 

to attach to your gift. 

Create a new ending for the story, 

The Giving Tree. 


