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Dear PS 98 Families, 

 

As we continue to focus on growing our students in both the academic and emotional literacy, we 

are excited to present this month’s text, On a Beam of Light, by Jennifer Berne. The story of Albert 

Einstein offers a real life example of how being true to oneself and celebrating uniqueness is exactly 

how to change the world. We hope this story encourages all of it’s readers to follow their own special 

beam of light!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Book of the Month Team 
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Questions organized by Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy of Higher Order Thinking 

Although there are grade band denotations, we found that some questions would be appropriate for all 

students: 

 

Social-Emotional Learning Activity: 

Albert Einstein didn’t want to be like all the other students in his class; Albert wanted to be unique.  

Why is it important to be true to yourself and to be unique? 

 

 

 

Bloom’s Taxonomy Level Possible Questions/ Thinking Maps 

 Grades K-2 Grades 3-5 

Remember:  

Recognize, 

recall,  

locate, identify  
 

How would you describe Albert 

Einstein? Create a bubble map to 

help you respond. 

How can observations lead to discovery? 

Use a multi-flow map to list observations 

Albert made that led to some of his most 

important discoveries.  

Understand:  

Clarify, summarize, 

paraphrase, 

represent, predict, 

compare  
 

Why do you think Albert Einstein was 

so fascinated by the compass his 

father gave to him? 

How was Albert like a child, even as he 

became an adult? Create a bubble map 

to describe Albert’s childlike qualities.  

 

Apply:  

Use procedure in a  

given situation, carry-  

out or use with 

unfamiliar task  
 

Do you think Albert Einstein was a 

“disruption to the class” because he 

asked so many questions? Why or 

why not? 

How do you think Albert’s childlike 

qualities influenced his genius? Use a 

partial multi-flow map to help you 

respond.  

Analyze:  

Break into parts, 

distinguish, organize, 

outline, deconstruct  
 

The author writes “he asked 

questions never asked before. 

Found answers never found before. 

And dreamed up ideas never 

dreamt before. Why do you think 

the author tells us this? 

What is a genius? How does Albert Einstein 

fit this description? 

Evaluate:  

Make judgments based 

on criteria, critique 

Do you think Albert Einstein was a 

genius? Why or why not? 

What message can we learn from Albert’s 

curiosity? Why? 

Create:  

Reorganize elements 

into new patterns, 

design, construct, 

produce 

Albert Einstein wondered about 

many things in the world around 

him. These wonderings led to many 

questions. Make a list of the 

wonderings you have about the 

world around you.  

Imagine you are in Albert’s favorite little 

sailboat. What are some things you might 

find yourself wondering about? 


