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Dear PS 98 Families, 

 

For the 2017-2018 school year, our instructional focus is not only on collaborative academic 

conversations, but it is also on the social-emotional learning of our children.  Our students are 

engaged in activities that promote acceptance, respect, and collaboration.  This month, we are 

excited to share a text that lends itself to celebrate our differences and accept each other for the 

people we are.    We’re All Wonders written and illustrated by R.J. Palacio helps us understand why it 

is important to respect one another. 

 

Auggie, a boy whose face doesn’t look ordinary, loves to do the same things that other kids do.  

Unfortunately, the other kids cannot see past his facial difference.  They don’t invite him to play, they 

point at him, and they call him names.  To escape his sadness, Auggie puts on a space helmet and 

pretends to land on Pluto, where he is happy.  As he floats back down to Earth, Auggie realizes that 

the world is big enough for all kinds of people.  His mother calls him unique and tells him that he is a 

wonder, so Auggie decides to help the other children change their view of him.  Auggie Pullman 

helps us all realize how important kindness is. 

 

 
 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Book of the Month Team 
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Questions organized by Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy of Higher Order Thinking 

Although there are grade band denotations, we found that some questions would be appropriate 

for all students: 

 

 

Social-Emotional Learning Activity 

The illustrations reveal Auggie’s classmates’ reactions to his facial differences.  Create 5 questions 

that are appropriate to ask Auggie that include kind and gentle words. 

 

Bloom’s Taxonomy Level Possible Questions/ Thinking Maps 

 Grades K-2 Grades 3-5 

Remember:  

Recognize, 

recall,  

locate, identify  
 

In the beginning of the book, 

Auggie says, “I know I’m not an 

ordinary kid.”   In what way is 

Auggie an ordinary kid?  How is he 

extraordinary? Create a bubble 

map to describe Auggie. 

 

In the beginning of the book, Auggie says, 

“I know I’m not an ordinary kid.”  In what 

way is Auggie an ordinary kid?  How is he 

extraordinary?  Create a bubble map to 

describe Auggie. 

Understand:  

Clarify, summarize, 

paraphrase, 

represent, predict, 

compare  
 

Why does Auggie’s mother call him 

a wonder?  How do you know other 

people don’t see Auggie the way 

his mother sees him? 

Why does Auggie’s mother call him a 

wonder?  How do you know other people 

don’t see Auggie the way his mother sees 

him? 

Apply:  

Use procedure in a  

given situation, carry-  

out or use with 

unfamiliar task  
 

Describe the friends Auggie 

encounters on Pluto.  What does this 

say about Auggie’s need to 

belong?  How does Auggie show 

kindness to them? 

Describe the friends Auggie encounters 

on Pluto.  What does this say about 

Auggie’s need to belong?  How does 

Auggie show kindness to them? 

Analyze:  

Break into parts, 

distinguish, organize, 

outline, deconstruct  
 

Why do you think Daisy is Auggie’s 

best friend?  Using the illustrations, 

explain how Daisy helps Auggie feel 

ordinary.  

Throughout the book, there is a bird in the 

illustrations.  Follow this bird throughout the 

story.  Explain why the bird is in flight at the 

end of the book when Auggie says, 

“We’re all wonders.” 

Evaluate:  

Make judgments based 

on criteria, critique 

Auggie says, “People just need to 

change the way they see.”  What 

does this mean?  How can we help 

others change the way they see? 

Look at the last illustration.  Why is 

Auggie’s eye a globe?  Explain how this 

shows that Auggie is hopeful. 

Create:  

Reorganize elements 

into new patterns, 

design, construct, 

produce 

Imagine you are a student in 

Auggie’s class.  Create a circle map 

with different activities you could 

do, or phrases you could say, to 

make Auggie feel accepted in a 

positive classroom environment. 

 

Imagine you are a student in Auggie’s 

class.  From the perspective of Auggie’s 

classmate, write a story explaining how 

you would help Auggie feel accepted in 

a positive classroom environment. 
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