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October 2020 

 

Dear PS 98 Families, 

 

This month’s selection for Book of the Month is Alma and How She Got her Name by Juana Martinez-

Neal. This selection celebrates the uniqueness of our names, as well as the culture celebrated during 

Hispanic Heritage Month.  This story introduces us to Alma Sofia Esperanza Jose Pura Candela, a little 

girl who is unhappy with her name.  She feels that six names is way too many!  When she asks her 

father about her name, she learns the history behind each name and how it connects her to her 

family.  Over time, Alma learns to be proud of all her names, and how it makes her special.  Just like 

Alma, we all are special and unique and should remember to celebrate our differences! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Book of the Month Team 
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Questions organized by Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy of Higher Order Thinking 

Although there are grade band denotations, we found that some questions would be appropriate for all 

students: 

 

Social-Emotional Learning Activity: 

 Ask your family about your name.  Where did it come from?  Are you named after a 

family member?  What is the history of your name?  Why was your name chosen? 

Bloom’s Taxonomy 

Level 

Possible Questions/ Thinking Maps 

 Grades K-2 Grades 3-5 

Remember:  

Recognize, 

recall,  

locate, identify  
 

In the beginning of the story, Alma 

dislikes her name.  How did she get 

her name? 

In the beginning of the story, Alma 

dislikes her name.  How did she get her 

name? 

Understand:  

Clarify, summarize, 

paraphrase, 

represent, predict, 

compare  
 

Does Alma’s feeling change about 

her name by the end of the book?  

How do you know? 

Does Alma’s feeling change about her 

name by the end of the book?  How do 

you know? 

Apply:  

Use procedure in a  

given situation, carry-  

out or use with 

unfamiliar task  

 

 

 

What is the purpose of names?  

Why do we have them?  List all 

your ideas in a Circle Map. 

What is the purpose of names?  Why do 

we have them?  List all your ideas in a 

Circle Map. 

Analyze:  

Break into parts, 

distinguish, organize, 

outline, deconstruct  
 

Does your name help to make you 

who you are? Why or why not?   

 

Is a name just another word, or is it 

something more? 

 

Evaluate:  

Make judgments based 

on criteria, critique 

How would you feel if someone 

asked you to change your name?  

Would you want to?  Why or why 

not? 

How would you feel if someone asked 

you to change your name?  Would you 

want to?  Why or why not? 

Create:  

Reorganize elements 

into new patterns, 

design, construct, 

produce 

Think about your relatives (parents, 

grandparents, aunts, uncles, 

cousins).  Do you have anything in 

common with them?  Do you think 

that helped make you the person 

you are today? 

Think about your relatives (parents, 

grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins).  

Do you have anything in common with 

them?  Do you think that helped make 

you the person you are today? 


