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Dear PS 98 Families, 

 

This month’s selection for Book of the Month is Drum Dream Girl by Newberry Honor Winner Margarita 

Engle.  This book is an inspiring true story based on the life of Millo Castro Zaldarriaga, a Chinese-

African-Cuban girl who aspired to be a female drummer in Cuba at a time when females were 

discouraged to be musicians.  In Drum Dream Girl, the young girl dreams of playing tall congas and 

small bongos, but has to keep her dream quiet.  She practices secretly and hides her talent.  

Eventually her music is heard, and the nation decides that both boys and girls should be free to 

dream anything they want. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Book of the Month Team 
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Questions organized by Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy of Higher Order Thinking 

Although there are grade band denotations, we found that some questions would be appropriate for all 

students: 

 

Bloom’s Taxonomy 

Level 

Possible Questions/ Thinking Maps 

 Grades K-2 Grades 3-5 

 

Remember:  

Recognize, 

recall,  

locate, identify  
 

Create a circle map to list all the 

ways the drum girl heard music in 

the world around her.   

Create a circle map to list all the ways 

the drum girl heard music in the world 

around her.   

 

Understand:  

Clarify, summarize, 

paraphrase, 

represent, predict, 

compare  
 

Using a flow map, sequence the 

events that led to the drum girl 

fulfilling her dream to be a 

drummer. 

Using a flow map, sequence the events 

that led to the drum dream girl fulfilling 

her dream to be a drummer.  Use text 

evidence to support your ideas. 

 

Apply:  

Use procedure in a  

given situation, carry-  

out or use with 

unfamiliar task  
 

How does this story support the 

idea that you should never give up 

on your dreams? 

How does this story support the idea that 

you should never give up on your 

dreams? 

 

Analyze:  

Break into parts, 

distinguish, organize, 

outline, deconstruct  
 

Why do you think the drum girl’s 

father offered to find her a music 

teacher?  

How do the adults support drum dream 

girl in the story?  Use text evidence to 

support your answer. 

Evaluate:  

Make judgments based 

on criteria, critique 

The drum dream girl helped 

change the rules in her country.  

How could you change a rule if the 

rule is unfair? 

The drum dream girl helped change the 

rules in her country.  How could you 

change a rule if the rule is unfair? 

 

Create:  

Reorganize elements 

into new patterns, 

design, construct, 

produce 

Think about your life and a dream 

that you may have. What is your 

dream and what steps can you 

take to achieve it? 

Think about your life and a dream that 

you may have. What is your dream and 

what steps can you take to achieve it? 

Social-Emotional Learning Activity: 

How would you feel if you were told that you could not play music, play sports, be a teacher, 

vote for president, or be the president, simply because you are female—or male? Would you 

want to make someone else feel that way? 


