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December,2015 

 

Dear PS 98 Families, 

 

In our efforts to continue to work on our instructional focus of collaborative conversations, we are 

very excited to present our featured book of the month, Island: A Story of the Galapagos by 

acclaimed author and illustrator Jason Chin.   

This scientific narrative nonfiction will entice readers to 

ask questions, search for answers and exchange text-

based ideas to deepen their understanding.  

 

Have you ever wondered how life, like plants and 

animals, come to exist on an island? This detailed text 

describes the evolution and demise of the Galapagos 

Island—tracing a six million year span from its 

formation through a volcanic eruption, its growth as a 

home to unique species and finally to its 

disappearance back into the ocean. Engaging and 

inventive, this informational text explores concepts of 

environmental adaptation and transformation.  

 

Charles Darwin first visited the Galapagos Islands 

almost 200 years ago, in 1831, only to discover a land 

filled with unusual plants and animals that could not 

be found anywhere else on earth. As you read with 

your child, here are a few questions to spark a 

discussion about Charles Darwin:  

 

 

 

 What did Charles Darwin learn from his observations of the Galapagos Islands? 

 Why was this considered revolutionary? Use text-based evidence to support your thinking. 

 Compare what we believed about living things before Charles Darwin to what we know about 

living things now. Use a double bubble map to organize your thinking. 

 What does Charles Darwin’s work teach us about science in general?  

 

Happy Reading! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Book of the Month Team 
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Questions organized by Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy of Higher Order Thinking 

 

Although there are grade band denotations, we found that some questions would be appropriate 

for all students 

 

 

 

  

Bloom’s Taxonomy 

Level 

Possible Questions/ Thinking Maps 

 Grades K-2 Grades 3-5 

Remember:  

Recognize, recall,  

locate, identify  
 

How were the islands formed?  

 

What is an endemic species? 

Why do you think the Galapagos 

is home to so many of them? 

 

Understand:  

Clarify, summarize, 

paraphrase, 

represent, predict, 

compare  
 

Explain how islands such as the 

Galapagos are formed. Use a 

flow map to explain the 

sequence of events from birth 

to the end of the island.  

 

In Chapter III, we learn about 

how some of the species of 

animals evolved (changed) on 

the Galapagos Islands. What 

causes a species to evolve? 

Create a multi-flow map to show 

the causes and effects of 

evolution.  

 

Apply:  

Use procedure in a  

given situation, 

carry-  

out or use with 

unfamiliar task  
 

How did plants and animals 

come to live on the island? 

Create a tree map to describe 

the animals at each stage of 

the island.  

 

Choose a particular animal 

described in the book. Create a 

flow map to show how natural 

selection affected the 

appearance and abilities of this 

animal.  

 

Analyze:  

Break into parts, 

distinguish, organize, 

outline, deconstruct  
 

Why did animal characteristics 

such as the seagulls’ eyes and 

the tortoises’ shells change 

over time? Describe their 

changes.  

 

What factors influence whether 

animals could survive on an 

island? Create a brace map 

that describes the things that are 

important to survival.  

 

Evaluate:  

Make judgments 

based on criteria, 

critique 

What is unique about the 

Galapagos Islands? 

 

What is natural selection? 

Suppose you had a fish tank 

filled with lots of different fish. 

Describe how natural selection 

would affect the fish in that tank 

over a long period of time 

Create:  

Reorganize elements 

into new patterns, 

design, construct, 

produce 

Charles Darwin explored the 

Galapagos Islands in 1835. If 

you could interview him, what 

questions would you ask? 

 

If you could explore the islands, 

what part would you explore 

and why? 

 


