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November, 2015 

 

Dear PS 98 Families, 

 

Our instructional focus this year is having all our students actively engage in collaborative conversations. All our 

children are exchanging evidence based ideas to deepen their understanding and generate new learning.  

This month we are excited to share a text that lends itself to 

collaborative conversations. One Cool Friend by Toni Buzzeo, 

encourages readers to predict and infer—skills that foster 

conversation among readers.  

Elliot is a sophisticated young boy. One day, Elliot’s father brings 

him to an aquarium, which he is not excited to visit. However, 

walking through and seeing all the animals, Elliot becomes 

intrigued with the penguins. Since Elliot enjoys the penguins so 

much, he decides to bring one home and hides the live bird 

from his father. Elliot names the penguin Magellan, which 

represents the penguin’s particular species, and together they 

wear matching black and white tuxedos through the story. One 

day Elliot’s father walks in on Magellan’s bath and is surprised to 

see a live penguin in their tub. However, he is not upset because Elliot’s father has his own special pet; a real 

Galapagos tortoise. Happy Reading! 

Sincerely, 

Book of the Month Team 

 

Here are some guiding questions to deepen understanding of the text as you read the book with your children: 

Possible Questions to ask before reading, using a circle map: 

 Looking at the cover of the book. Explain what you think this book is about.  

 What do you think the problem will be in this book?  

 What might be the possible solution?  

 What catches your eye the most from the outside of the book? Explain.  

 

Possible Questions to ask while reading:  

 

 What do you think will happen next? What makes you think that? 

 Do you think Elliot’s father is upset after he found the penguin in the bathtub? Why? 

 Do you think you could hide a zoo animal from your family?  

 

Possible Post-reading questions:  

 

 Do you think it is okay to break the rules like Elliot did?  

 Have you ever broken a rule? Did you get in trouble? If so, what happened?  

 If you could bring one animal back from the zoo, what animal would you bring and why?  

 What did you think of this book?  
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Questions organized by Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy of Higher Order Thinking 

 

 

Bloom’s Taxonomy Level Possible Questions/ Thinking Maps 

 Grades K-2 Grades 3-5 

Remember:  

Recognize, recall,  

locate, identify  
 

What are some observations you 

can make about Elliot’s 

character? Use adjectives to 

create a bubble map that 

describes Elliot.  

 

What are some observations you 

can make about Elliot’s father’s 

character? Use adjectives to create 

a bubble map that describes his 

father.  

Retell the story using a flow map. 

 

Understand:  

Clarify, summarize, 

paraphrase, represent, 

predict, compare  
 

Predict what will happen when 

Elliot’s dad finds out that Elliot 

took home a live penguin.  

 

Create a partial multi-flow map to 

predict Elliot’s dad’s reaction. (topic 

of box is “Dad’s reaction”) 

Apply:  

Use procedure in a  

given situation, carry-  

out or use with 

unfamiliar task  
 

If you had a chance to ask Elliot 

or his father a question, what 

would you ask? How do you think 

they would respond? 

 

If you had a chance to ask Elliot or 

his father three questions, what 

would you ask? How do you think 

they would respond? 

 

Analyze:  

Break into parts, 

distinguish, organize, 

outline, deconstruct  
 

What does Elliot mean when he 

asks his father if he can have a 

penguin? What does Elliot’s father 

think Elliot means? What leads to 

the misunderstanding between 

them? 

 

 In the story, a miscommunication 

occurs between Elliot and his dad. 

Explain the misunderstanding from 

each of their perspectives. What do 

you think caused this 

misunderstanding to happen? 

 

Evaluate:  

Make judgments based 

on criteria, critique 

Explain whether or not you think 

Elliot’s father knew about 

Magellan all along. Why? Why 

not? 

Explain whether or not you think 

Elliot’s father knew about Magellan 

all along. Use details and reasons 

from the story to support your 

answer. Create a partial multi-flow 

map to show your thinking. (topic of 

box is “Dad knew” or “Dad did not 

know”) 

 

Create:  

Reorganize elements into 

new patterns, design, 

construct, produce 

Come up with your own question. 

Then come up with a way to find 

the answer. 

Create your own three questions. 

Then, go on an adventure similar to 

Elliot’s. Write a narrative detailing 

your adventure. 

Now that Elliot’s father knows about 

Magellan, what do you think they 

should do? 

What if Elliot’s dad had a different 

reaction? Describe how you think 

the story would have ended.  

Retell this story as though you are 

Magellan the penguin.  

 


