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Principal Kim’s Message   
 

Greetings from PS 98, The Douglaston School! 

With the help of your tremendous support and commitment, the school year is off to an excellent 
start. During Curriculum Night, we shared and reaffirmed our commitment to continue efforts to 
provide our students with the opportunity to reach their highest potential as we prepare our students 
to compete and excel in our global 21st century world. Our students are flourishing academically and 
through social-emotional instruction, our students are learning the virtues of being respectful to 
oneself and others. 

On behalf of our children and staff, I would like to express our gratitude for the generosity of the PTA. 
Because of their support, our students are continuing to receive a weekly rigorous art instruction from 
the NYS certified Art Teacher. In addition, our students will also enrich their school experience by 
having study skills workshops from experts, circus instruction or garden club depending on their 
grades. Through a generous grant from the Douglas Manor Environmental Association (DMEA), our 
classrooms are filled with the Wetland learning materials and resources. With these resources, our 
students will actively engage in learning about our community’s ecosystem and the importance of 
caring for and preserving them.  

During the October Bucket Fillers assembly, we honored and celebrated the 5th grade monitors – Zuri 
Alkurdi, Grace Cairney, Isabella Diaz, Lexi Gilmore, Helen Walsh, Zoe Rodriquez, Qasim Rizvi, Luke 
Selva, Julian Xuereb, Valentina Dinapoli, Madison Hall, Meagan Hall, Kaylee LoGiudice, Julia Newton, 
Aiden Chiang, Stefanos Sakos, Maxim Steshenko.  These students are giving up their lunch recess time 
to support and help younger students and they truly demonstrate the spirit of giving. From our 
October Book of the Month, The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein, we learned that the boy who took 
and took and took his entire life was never happy or satisfied, but the tree who gave everything she 
had was happy in the end.  

We invite you to join the many activities and events we have planned throughout the year. Through 
events like Fabulous Fridays, Principal Coffee and Conversations, Parent Workshops, PTA events, 
Vocabulary Day, Book Character Day, Future (Career) Day, Science Night, World Heritage 
Celebration, and many others you will be able to actively engage in the 21st century learning 
alongside your children. Thank you again for your partnership in education. With all of us working 
together, I know this is going to be another fabulous year! 

With warm regards, 
Lena Kim 
Principal 
 



Pre K-News                                                                                                              Mrs. Tulimieri & Ms. Moran 
 
The Five Senses 
The Pre-K students have been busy learning about the Five Senses.  For the last four weeks we have 
been observing the seasonal changes.  The season of fall offers many opportunities to investigate 
color, texture, taste, sound and smell.  We have been speaking about the importance of our senses 
and how they help us understand what’s happening around us.  

In the classroom science center children have been using their senses to investigate apples, 
pumpkins, leaves and other objects from nature. They have also been using their sense of touch to 
predict the items in the mystery boxes before revealing them.  In the math center, children have 
been using textured paints when creating artwork to explore their senses of touch and sight.   

During outdoor play we have been speaking about the sounds we hear while playing.  We have also 
been speaking about the smells of foods served at breakfast and lunch.  Finally, the  Pre-K children 
were excited to make applesauce as a whole class.  We had conversations about the color, texture, 
taste and smell of the applesauce. They loved sprinkling sugar and cinnamon in the bowl with the cut 
up apples.  The children in Pre-K are eager to explore, discover and have new experiences! 

Kindergarten News                                                             Mrs. Eisenberg, Mrs. Borgese and Mrs. Sheridan   

Fundations  

 

We have been working on Unit 1.  Each week we introduce two letters, teaching the letter 
name-keyword-sound as well as lowercase letter formation for each of the new letters.  We practice 
the letters of the week, reviewing previous letters as well as the new letters.  So far we have learned t, 
b, f, n, m, i, u, c, o, a, and g.  We are learning which letters are consonants and which ones are 
vowels.  We practice forming our letters on dry erase boards using the sky line, plane line, grass line, 
and worm line.  Each week a letter will go home to inform you of the letters of the week. 

Reading/Writing 

   

Each week we choose a few students to be the “Star Name” of the day.  We use their name as a 
word study activity.  The class claps out syllables in their name, counts the letters, recognizes the 
consonants and vowels, makes words with the letters of their name, and cheers and stomps the 



name.  We also interview the child to see what his/her favorite activities are.  The responses are 
written on a paper and the children read aloud to learn more about the star name.  Each child 
brings home a book which contains portraits of the star name drawn by the members of the class. 
We have also been reading letters poems to go along with our Fundations letters.  The children have 
been identifying words that begin with the letters of the week and practicing reading sentences 
aloud while pointing to each word.  The children have also been enjoying borrowing books from our 
classroom library on their independent reading level.  Please remember to practice reading these 
books at home.  Use the “magic reading stick” and your “eagle eyes” to help you read the words. 

In Writing, we have begun our narrative writing.  The children are learning how to write a focused 
writing journal piece.  They must include characters, an event, and 5 details in their picture.  They are 
learning how to use the Thinking Maps to help them write a complete thought that matches their 
picture. 

Math 

   

The children have learned that counting tells how many are in a group, regardless of their 
arrangement or the order in which they are counted.  The children have been learning math 
concepts using both the enVisions2.0 program and hands on math centers.  We have created 
various math games to make these concepts “fun” during math center time.  Our next topic will 
focus on comparing  groups of objects.  We will be learning the words, equal, same number as, 
greater than, and less than.  

Science 

 

We have been learning about living and nonliving things.  The children took a nature walk and 
recorded their observations on their own Circle Maps.  We also sorted the living and nonliving things 
onto their own Tree Maps.  We took a trip to Alley Pond Environmental Center and learned about 
animals and plants that live near the pond and in the Wetlands.  The children created drawings to 
show what animals and plants they learned about that live in the four parts of the pond. 

 

 

 



Social Studies and Social Emotional Learning 

 

The beginning of the school year was spent creating a warm and respectful learning environment. 
The children brainstormed on a Circle Map a list of community promises. We also created a Brace 
Map of our classroom and the parts of the classroom that help us learn.  We are now working on our 
class pledge.  We have incorporated lessons from Sanford Harmony to teach social-emotional 
learning.  Your children met Z.  Z is an alien that lands on earth and wants to learn how children on 
earth get along and respect one another.  The children have been learning about respect, 
friendship, and finding commonalities with their friends. 

First Grade News                                                                               Ms. Tobjy, Mrs. Rodgers and Mrs. Pinto 

Fundations 
The first grade students have been busy learning about consonant digraphs and 
bonus letters. Digraphs are two letters that make one sound (wh, ch, sh, th, ck). 
While reading, students should identify words that contain digraphs. Students 
learned that consonant digraphs make one sound, so they only get one tap. The 
students have also been exploring words that contain the same sound, c, k, and 
ck make the /k/ sound. Digraphs ck is always found at the end of a word. In 

addition, students have been learning that in our language when a one syllable word ends in an f, l, 
or s, a second f, l, or s is added when spelling the word. We call this a bonus letter.  

 
Reading  
The first grade students have been excited about diving into fictional texts. We 
have spent several weeks reading the story, Stellaluna. During this unit of study, the 
students are focusing on story elements and character traits. Every fictional story 
has to have a beginning, middle, and end. This also includes setting, characters, 
problem and solution. In addition, students analyzed the characters in Stellaluna. 
They identified their character traits (both intrinsic and extrinsic). In addition to 

reading  Stellaluna, the students will also dive into these same skills using the story, Dragons and 
Giants.  

 

Writing 
The first grade students have been busy learning how authors participate in a                         
writing process prior to writing their stories! The students have spent the past four                           
weeks composing Observational/Comment writing pieces. This piece of writing                 
tells about or describes a person or an object that is familiar to them. The                             
students begin the writing process by brainstorming all they know about the                       
topic in a Circle Map. The students then organize the details from their Circle                           
Map onto a Tree Map. Finally, the students practice writing off the Tree Map to                             
form complete and coherent sentences. 
 



 
 
Math  
This year we have a new math program, enVision 2.0! In the first topic, the students 
learned about different addition and subtraction word problems. These word problems 
could contain addition situations such as, add to, put 2 parts together, or find the 
missing part. Some subtraction situations are take away from, take apart, and 
compare. Topic 2 is all about how to fluently add and subtract within ten. Some 
addition strategies are counting, using doubles/near doubles, switching the addends, 
and adding with 5. Additional subtraction strategies are counting back and using 
addition to help you subtract. Students are using hands-on manipulatives such as 
counters, cubes, number-line, ten-frame and math racks.  

 

Social Studies  
This month, the first grade students have been learning all about why families are important and how 
they influence who they are. During this unit of study, we are focusing on the following questions: 

★ What is a family? Who are the members of a family? 
★ How do families help us? 
★ How do families teach values? 
★ What do people in families do? 
★ Why are celebrations important to families? 
★ How do families pass on language knowledge and customs through traditions? 
★ How are families the same and different? 
★ In what kinds of communities do families live? 

 
We look forward to learning more about our students and their families! 

 
 
Science  
The students have been so excited to be scientists who work in an “aquarium”! As 
scientists, they are exploring the different structures that animals can have and how 
it protects them from their predators. Students read texts such as Tortoises and their 
Parts, as well as Spikes, Spines and Shells. In addition, they’ve watched video clips of 
animals using their structures to protect themselves. The students are also studying 
the wetlands and identifying the different animals that live in this ecosystem. We are 
exploring the benefits of the wetlands and how animals survive in this environment. 
The students will be learning about how animals and the wetlands are dependent 
on each other for survival. We are looking forward to the hands-on STEAM projects 

that the students will participate in over the next few months! 
 
Social Emotional Learning  
We have embedded SEL into all academic areas this year! The students have been spending time 
getting to know each other and their families. The students worked on interviewing their buddy-up 
partner to learn more about them and created a writing piece all about their buddy!  
 
Second Grade News                                                             Ms. Kawal, Ms. Convery and Mrs. Cassidy 
 
Fundations 
In Fundations, the students have been reviewing concepts from first grade and have just begun 
learning new second grade skills.  They are taking the concept of a closed syllable and learning 
exceptions to these rules.  They have learned these new glued sounds that are “closed syllable 



exceptions:  -ild, -old, -ost, -olt, and –ind.  Next the students will be learning about suffixes.  They will 
focus on: -s, -es, -ed, -ing, -est, -er, -s.  They will also continue to learn to read vowel teams and 
r-controlled vowels. 
 

  
 
Reading 
The second graders are doing a wonderful job reading different stories in class.  We have been 
immersed in a close reading of Alexander Who Used to Be Rich Last Sunday by Judith Viorst and A 
Chair For My Mother by Vera B. Williams.  While reading these books, the children are learning how to 
retell a story using who, what, where, when, why, and how.  We are also identifying what a challenge 
is and how that challenge is overcome.  Throughout these books, the students will be writing off of 
Thinking Maps and proving their answers using text evidence. 
 

                                           

 
Writing 
The students are focusing on writing narratives about a time in their life they had fun with a friend or 
an adventure they’ve been on.  They are planning their writing using various thinking maps (circle 
and flow), and the lessons follow a small group hands on process.   The children are gaining 
independence in creating flee maps that allow them to include an introduction, adding details, and 
a conclusion.  They are also internalizing the structure and conventions of writing.  The structure is 
modeled with the use of a flee map, which the children complete before writing their pieces with 
sentences thus, creating a first draft.  
 
Math 
The students began second grade with reviewing addition and subtraction strategies.  We reviewed 
strategies such as make a ten, doubles, near doubles, count on, and count back.  We have also 
gone over problem-solving skills and different strategies to use when solving word problems.  One 
specific strategy we are focusing on is CUBES (circle the numbers, underline the question, box the 
keywords, eliminate any information that is not needed, and solve the problem).  These are just a few 
strategies that the children will use throughout the major units of study in second grade.  We are now 
creating our own word/story problems, generating equations and solving them.  This work is leading 
up to our third unit of study, adding within 100 using strategies that include breaking apart according 
to place value and compensation. 



                   

Social Studies 
Our first unit of study in social studies focuses on map skills.  We are focusing on reading maps with a 
compass rose, a map key, and bird’s-eye views.  The children are learning that there are all different 
types of maps that can represent states, countries, towns, parks, schools, and rooms. Students are 
currently working on learning how to tell cardinal directions  

   

Science 
In science, the students are studying how living things depend upon each other in order to survive 
and thrive.  We are studying why it is important to protect parts of the earth.  The children are 
investigating different habitats to see how all living things are connected.  Our main focus is on the 
wetlands and how important they are to our planet.  The children are learning from videos, images, 
articles, and books on this topic .  The children will also be completing hands on STEAM activities that 
will promote their learning and allow developed team working skills. 
 

 

 
Social Emotional Learning 
The second graders have been focusing on what emotions are and how the different emotions feel 
and look different.  The children are also learning how to recognize different emotions and the 
behaviors that go along with them. Our goal is to help students to become better decision-makers. 
The children are working with their buddy-up partners and learning how to be a kind friend.  We are 
using the Book of the Month, The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein, to illustrate the meaning of friendship 
and acceptance. 

 



Third Grade News                                                                  Mrs. Kuchynsky, Mrs. Whitlock and Mrs. Roma 

The third grade is off to a great start! 

Math 
We have been working diligently on our first Unit of study which is focused on multiplication and 
division. Throughout this Unit, the children have been learning a variety of strategies, vocabulary and 
properties which they have been applying while solving these types of problems.   Some of these 
strategies include: creating an array, repeated addition, repeated subtraction, counting using 
multiples, using a number line and more. A few of the properties we have been learning about are: 
The Zero Property of Multiplication, The Identity Property of Multiplication and the Distributive Property 
of Multiplication. The children have learned to identify and properly name the different parts of 
multiplication and division problems. They are also learning how to answer word problems that ask 
them to explain their thinking using math language. It is most important that the children continue to 
review their multiplication facts regularly in an effort to memorize them. 

 

 
Writing 
We have been busy using Thinking Maps to model the process of creating a Personal Narrative.  This 
process allows us to model through an “I do, you do” format so that the children are engaged with 
us. They have been doing a great job and putting a lot of effort into their work.  We are enjoying 
conferencing with our students as this lends us the opportunity to speak with them one on one and 
get to know more about them through their writing. The children are also adjusting to adding more 
detail to their writing. 

 

Reading 
We’ve been having a blast reading together in class. The children have been learning about 
character traits, story sequence and supporting their thinking with examples from the text. “How to be 
Cool in Third Grade” was a lot of fun to read and we’ve shared many laughs and engaging 
conversations.  The children thoroughly enjoyed it and we believe a great choice for the children as 
they begin their new adventure in third grade!  We are currently reading a novel titled “The Case of 
the Gasping Garbage” The children will read about Drake and Nell and all the other characters that 
make this book exciting!  In addition, the students will learn a host of new vocabulary words and 
continue to build on their ability to support their answers with evidence from the text. The children will 
have the opportunity to work in small groups and share their thinking.  Throughout this process the 
children will be writing and utilizing Thinking Maps to better help organize their thoughts. 

 

 



Fundations 
We are so lucky to have the opportunity to have access to Fundations in the third grade.  The 
program’s focus is Word study/Spelling, which combines all types of syllables and homophones in 
addition to more challenging decoding and spelling patterns.  The third grade students will be 
learning cursive handwriting through Fundations as well. The children are very excited to be learning 
how to write in cursive. 

 

 
Social Studies 
We will begin our first social studies unit with a focus on Native Americans.  We are excited to learn 
about the Matinecock, Algonquian and Iroquois just to name a few.  We will learn about how they 
lived off the land to survive and how they adapted to the wetlands here in Douglaston and Little 
Neck.  We will learn about the different Geography of Native Americans in the U.S. and the different 
homes they lived in and the similarities and differences between tribes.  

 

Science 
The third grade will be investigating animal environments and adaptations.  They will be able to 
answer questions that refer to why a particular animal needs a specific climate/environment to thrive 
and what happens when their habitats are disrupted. In addition, the children will be making 
inferences from data and reflect on what they’ve been learning. There will be new vocabulary words 
and key questions to answer. As we continue with the engineering process, our classes will engage in 
STEM/STEAM activities that will encourage the students to work collaboratively on tasks in which they 
will be given specific materials and a limited amount of time. This process allows all children to utilize 
their ability to think outside the box and support their thinking.  
 
 

 
 
 
Social Emotional Learning 
Our classes have created Community Promises which help support all of our children.   We will utilize 
Sanford Harmony and Ruler lessons regularly which will give the children a better understanding of 
what social emotional learning is all about and how each and every one of us play a key role.  Our 
Book of the Month committee has selected books that focus on Social Emotional Learning as well as 
Equity and Diversity.  Our first book The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein is just one example. The children 



learn a tremendous amount from these books and the activities that follow enforce the messages the 
books are delivering. 

We are confident that the third grade students will have a stupendous school year.  Please feel free 
to reach out as we are here for all of you! 

 
 
Fourth Grade News                                                                                 Mrs. Mei, Ms. DiAmore and Ms. Kiss 

Reading 
The fourth graders have been practicing using close reading strategies across a variety of genres. The 
students are currently enjoying the book Lunch Money by Andrew Clements. They are learning how 
readers can describe in depth the characters, themes and settings of a story. We have been using a 
variety of thinking maps- bubble maps to describe character traits, double bubble maps to compare 
and contrast multiple characters, and tree maps to provide evidence from the text to support their 
claims. Our next book will be The Tarantula Scientist by Sy Montgomery.  

    

 
Math 
We began the year by exploring place value to the hundred thousands as well as regrouping 
multi-digit numbers using addition and subtraction. We have been holding number talks using 
different routines before each lesson to show the relationships between numbers.   These number 
talks help students learn from one another while reinforcing number sense. We recently began our 
unit of single-digit multiplication to the thousands using a variety of strategies to find our products. 

 

Writing 
Students have begun writing personal narrative stories. Students will be expanding upon basic 
structure with the use of multiple narrative strategies. We will be focusing on enhancing student style 
and voice and will work on conventions of writing. 
 
Science 
Fourth grade is currently embarking on an interactive and engaging look into the wetlands through 
our unit of vision and light.  As conservation biologists, we are introduced to a problem in the 



wetlands and are challenged to explain what is happening that is causing a decline of the 
red-winged blackbirds. We are introduced to the idea that animals have sensory structures that help 
them survive. 
 
Social Studies  
We began looking at New York State geography. Students have been exploring the various uses of 
maps, how to use keys, and map reading. We will soon be learning how the environment and natural 
resources influence the development of Native American cultures in New York.   

 

Social Emotional Learning 
We are working to build classroom communities that foster open communication and cooperative 
learning. Our goal is to ensure a safe learning environment for all to grow.  Each day we try our best 
to follow the community promises we established in the beginning of the school year- a bonus is 
getting a star on our punch card or dojo points.  We also buddy up with our partners to complete 
different tasks for Sanford Harmony, like using the quick connection cards to forster conversations 
and collaborations. 
 
Computer Science 
We are learning how to be programmers! We were introduced to the concepts of 
hardware/software and input/output. We are also understanding and using the vocabulary words 
through “unplugged” activities.  We are also working in groups to strengthen our problem solving skills 
by working through the concepts of: algorithms, programming, debugging, and loops. 
 
 
Fifth Grade News                                                                         Ms. Barongi, Mr. Grossman and Mrs. Kelly 

 
Reading 
Both classes just finished the book Night of the Spadefoot Toads, which is a 
realistic fiction book infused with a science background.  In this book, 5th grade 
student Ben moves from the Arizona desert to the Massachusetts woods.  Through 
his journey, he finds the change in environments, and the ecosystems themselves, 
to be hard to adapt to.  Our class has explored ecosystems, character change, 
and present themes within this story.  To supplement the concept of science, we 
are currently reading the biography Rachel Carson: Pioneer of Ecology.  In this 
book, Rachel finds herself fascinated with both writing and ecology, and 
eventually combines both as she enters adulthood to become one of the most 
influential ecologists of our time. 

 
Writing 
We began the year focusing on text-based responses and finding evidence to support our 
statements.  Students explored feedback in writing, the role of feedback in the writing process, how 
to appropriately provide feedback to a partner, and are now peer-assessing their partner’s work with 
specific, constructive comments.   We are currently focusing on research-based argumentative 



writing, in which students are conducting research for both sides of a particular topic, choose a 
stance, and synthesize information from multiple sources in order to effectively support their opinions. 
 
Math  
This month we will dive deeper into decimals and begin to explore these values through 
multiplication and division. It will help to strengthen our understanding of these operations with whole 
numbers too. Students will apply their understanding of multiplication and division by taking part in 
fun projects involving real-life math. We will end this topic by sharing real recipes from our own homes 
that we’ve scaled to “feed” the entire class! 

 
Amplify/Wetlands Science 
Fifth grade have become ecologists! With the support of the Amplify curriculum, students 
are exploring a fictional scenario where the animals in a restored ecosystem are no 
longer thriving and growing. In addition to scientific books and an Ecosystem Restoration 
simulation to help support their understanding,  they collaborated with their peers to 
create terrariums that they have used to help them understand the needs of organisms. In 

connection to our Amplify unit, we are exploring how air pollution impacts ecosystems, such as the 
wetlands. Students are using their terrariums to help them explore how pesticides and other toxins in 
the air have harmful impacts on ecosystems.  
 
Social Studies Connection to Science 
As students learn more about the impacts of air pollution on the wetlands and their health, students 
will discuss how they, as students, can make a difference. They will discuss what a bill is and how a bill 
becomes a law. Together they will discuss how to spread awareness of air pollution by writing a letter 
to a politician that states strong arguments about the impacts these machines have on the 
ecosystems near their home.  
 
Social Emotional Learning 
We continue to connect with each other during our time in Restorative Circles, when we can come 
together to share how we are feeling, what we might need, and what we are struggling with. In only 
a short time, we have bonded as a class and as a grade, and look forward to this special time each 
week. In October, our Circles will especially focus on the concept of trust, and how it affects our 
friendships. 
 
Physical Education                                                                                                                     Mr. Sciabarassi 

Our Physical Education program provides each student with the opportunity to participate in a 
comprehensive program consisting of skill development, team sports and games, as well as physical 
fitness activities. Our program focuses on the three domains of learning and health-related fitness 
(psychomotor, cognitive, and affective).  

Psychomotor Domain (Body) 
The psychomotor domain refers to the physical aspects of learning. It addresses motion, reflexes, and 
how muscles are engaged during physical activity. In our PE classes, we help students build a number 
of psychomotor skills, including reflexive skills, perceptual abilities, and complex, higher-order skills that 
require a combination of physical abilities.  
 
Cognitive Domain (Brain) 
The cognitive domain addresses the development of the actual content knowledge. Teaching and 
learning in the cognitive domain is very important to Physical Education. Without this, students are less 
likely to understand rules or develop strategies to excel in activities, sports, and games. 
 
 
 



Affective Domain (Feelings) 
The affective domain focuses on student’s feelings, attitudes, and values about movement. Learning 
in this domain is difficult to measure because it takes place internally. We focus on a student’s ability 
to pay attention and place value on the importance of movement.  
Our program started off the year with creating a positive and fun learning environment in our gym. 
Each grade learned their daily routines and warm-ups, along with fun icebreaker games and 
activities to get them moving and prepared for a year filled with exercise. After this, we began our 
first unit of soccer. This unit is great because each and every grade can participate at their own skill 
level from Pre K – 5th grade. Some skills we covered in this unit include:  

Dribbling: Students learned how to dribble a soccer ball with proper form using their feet. This 
was great for balance and hand-eye coordination, especially for our younger students. It 
slowed students down knowing they had to control the soccer ball before running, which in 
turn made them think before moving.  

Passing: Students learned how to properly pass a soccer ball. This skill required many 
partnership and group activities. Students were able to work with different partners and create 
different bonds through passing a soccer ball.  

Shooting: Students learned how to shoot a soccer ball using the proper cues. Through 
shooting, students were able to see all of their soccer skills come together as one. In a short 
amount of time I watched them gained confidence each and every time they stepped into 
the gym for our soccer unit.  

   

Throughout the year, students will have opportunities to become involved in life-long physical 
activities through different individual and teamwork sport units. Some things to look forward to in 
2019-20:  

-Teamwork Games & Activities  

-Throwing & Catching Unit 

- Health & Wellness 

- Track Unit 

- Fitness activities  

- Fitness Testing (Fitness gram)
 



Music                                                                                                                                         Mr. Carpentieri 

Kindergarten, First Grade, Second Grade 

 

Students began the year by getting to know each other through circle songs, and games. In 
September, students also learned about opposite in music such as dynamics, and tempo. Several 
songs and games were used to facilitate those concepts such as Grizzly Bear, Button You Must 
Wander, and The Mice Go Marching. Students are also working on drumming technique through the 
use of rhythm sticks. While using rhythm sticks, students are building skills in rhythmic literacy, hand-eye 
coordination, and creativity through performing arts. Finally, students are learning about the seasons 
and traditions from Halloween through singing, moving, and playing songs such as Skin and Bones, 
Apple Tree, Leafman, and Monster Mash.   

Third Grade, Fourth Grade, Fifth Grade 

 

These students began the year with a unit on respect and created their own lyrics to a Class Respect 
Rap. These songs were recorded to the instrumental of several famous hip hop songs such as 
Rapper’s Delight, Lose Yourself, and Runaway. To help facilitate rhythmic literacy in an engaging 
way, these students also learned about beatboxing and created their own rhythm compositions 
through Chrome Music Lab. During Hispanic Heritage Month (9/15-10/15), students learned about the 
history and traditions of latin american music and its relationship to music. We furthered these cultural 
traditions through circle drumming and the performance of several latin american songs such as La 
Bamba, Samba Lele, and Los Machetes. Finally, students learned about traditions of Mexican Culture 
and Dia De Los Muertos by watching Coco and leading group discussions on the power of memory 
and music. 

 

Technology                                                                                                                                  Mrs. Georgiou 

Kindergarten 

Kindergarten students are busy learning about the different computer parts and the role each part                             
plays. We are learning how to use a mouse by clicking and double-clicking. This has proven to be                                   



quite a challenge for our students due to the popularity of touchscreens. Students are also practicing                               
their reading and math skills by using fun and engaging software programs. 

First Grade 

First grade students have been practicing their keyboarding skills. Our goal is to increase our typing                               
speed and accuracy. We are currently using an exciting and creative software program called Pixie                             
to create a class alphabet book. We will also use this program to animate our alphabet books. 

Second Grade 

Second grade students are learning about creepy crawlies! We are discussing the similarities and                           
differences between insects and spiders. We are using circle maps and double bubble maps to                             
organize our information. We are also using the drawing tools in the Pixie program to create original                                 
creepy crawly pictures. 

Third Grade 

Third grade students are learning a very important concept in computer science – algorithms. An                             
algorithm is a series of steps required to complete a task. In this case, the students created a flow                                     
map of the steps needed to carve a pumpkin. We are now learning about continents and oceans by                                   
interacting with educational websites and games that teach about the different countries around                         
the world. 

Fourth Grade 

Fourth grade students are working on creating original stories. They are collaborating in groups using                             
a program called Pixie. This wonderful program is bringing their stories to life by allowing them to add                                   
pictures, text and narration. Once the stories are “published”, they will be shared with other students. 



 

Fifth Grade 

Fifth grade students are using Scratch to create animated stories and games. The program is                             
web-based and may be used at home. All the students have individual accounts and are                             
encouraged to explore the program as much as possible. Scratch allows students to learn                           
block-based programming as well as important computer science concepts. 

In an effort to assist students with their keyboarding skills, our school has purchased a subscription to                                 
Typing Pal. This is a great program that will help students master this necessary skill. It is used in class                                       
and it could also be used at home. Please encourage your children to utilize this resource. Learning                                 
how to keyboard correctly is a skill that will serve them well in the years to come. I will be sending                                         
home a notice with login information. All students have an individual username and password.                           
Kindergarten students will begin using Typing Pal in February. 

  

 

 

Thanks to a grant from the City Council’s Office, PS98 is getting a new upgraded computer lab. We                                   
will be getting new 24” desktops that will be running Windows 10. We can’t wait!!!! We also got new                                     
Promethean Boards for our classrooms.  

Douglaston Club Highlights                                                                                                                                   

 

Students in the Robotics Club are learning important STEM concepts working with various hands-on 
construction activities. Different types of sensors and motors are programmed to move a certain way. 



Students work together as engineers to understand the tools available to them and attempt to 
construct something that will work.  

Students in the Coding Club and use different platforms (Scratch, code.org, Code Monkey, etc.) to 
learn about coding. Students in the club are passionate about coding and enjoy working with others 
to further their knowledge in programming and to create fun projects. 

Art                                                                                                                                                       Mrs. Devito 
   
Art communicates ideas, history, and emotions in many ways. The students will  plan, design, and 
create art using a variety of materials. I will connect their art projects to other subjects in order to 
deepen their learning experience. The students will be introduced to several different styles of art and 
artists throughout the school year. Studying art will enable the students to gain an  appreciation of 
the many ways art is interconnected to the world.   
   

 
 
Congratulations to all our Bucket Fillers 
 

 
 
K-101 Quinn Baum 3-207 Peter Shim 
K-102 Hunter Hanft 3-209 Joshua Cheng 
1-108 Eric Collura 4-201 Kyle Eng 
1-109 Maximilian Perez 4-203 Chelsie Uribe  
2-206 Sienna Jaffe 5-202 Arsalan Bukhari  
2-208 Jacob Chen 5-205   Chloe Park 
 
In, Out and Around The Douglaston School                                                                                    Mrs. Holle 
 
Schoolwide Move to Improve - October 30, 2019 
 

 



Book Character Day - October 31, 2019 
 

 
 
My first two months as Parent Coordinator have been extremely rewarding.  Thank you to everyone 
for their warm words of welcome and offer of support. It has been a pleasure meeting and greeting 
the families and children during morning drop off.  I am hoping to meet more of you during the 
coming months.  There are many exciting upcoming events at PS 98.  Some of these events include 
our Open School Week, Scholastic Book Fair and Food Drive. Check for the dates in the November 
calendar.  I look forward to working with all of you for the benefit of your children and our school. If 
you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Dates to Remember                                                                                                                           Mrs. Holle  
 
November 1  Fabulous Friday 

Third Grade Trip to the Bronx Zoo 
November 5  School Closed - Election Day 
November 11 School Closed - Veterans Day 
November 12 Open School Week starts 

Scholastic Book Fair (11/12-11/14) - Library 
November 14 11:30 AM Dismissal - No Afterschool 

Parent Teacher Conferences 
12:40 pm - 2:40 pm and 4:30 pm - 7:30 pm 

November 15 Fabulous Friday 
School Safety Meeting - Library (11:30) 
SLT Meeting - Library (12 noon) 

November 18 Fourth Grade Queens College Trip 
City Harvest Food Drive begins 

November 19 Town Hall Meeting - Library (6 pm) 
PTA meeting - Library (7 pm) 

November 20 Library - Grades K-2 
November 21 Picture Retake Day 
November 22 Bucket Fillers Assembly at 8:45 am 
November 24 PTA Fundraising - Holiday Pictures 12:00-6:00 pm - Gym 
November 26 Library - Grades 3-5 
November 27 Schoolwide Move to Improve 
November 28&29 School Closed - Thanksgiving 


