
 

  
  
Home School Connection                                                                                                       November 2020  

  
Principal Chan’s Message    
 
Dear P. S. 98 Families,  

I would like to thank the PS 98 Community and our fabulous PTA for the tremendous support and 
commitment to our school. The children have adapted very well to the new school routine. Our 
children are learning about respecting each other and are embracing diversity and inclusiveness of 
PS 98 Families with the loving and nurturing support of our teachers, staff and parents. 

During this month, we held our school elections and are proud to announce that the members of the 
Team Champion Achievers will be our Student Council this year!  The Waterfalls along with other 
select 4th and 5th graders will be our school Ambassadors!  We are proud of our school leadership 
teams and we look forward to seeing what they will contribute to our school and community this 
year.  Please read the Student Council and Ambassadors sections to learn about their plans.  
 
We are also pleased to announce our Book Character Day Art Winners! 
1st Place Winners: Alessandra Ancona, Yuna Bae, Vienna Wong, Johan Lee, Antonela Wiygul,  

Dylan Eng, Lilliana Chou 
2nd Place Winners: Milutin Lazarevic, Joanne Baik, Ilan Conde, Gage Park, Adelaide Mulligan, 

Valentina Martin, Eddie Goodstein 
3rd Place Winners: Georgia Demko, Naya Ray, Lena Kim, Rena Bae, John Kelly, Juliana Genovese,  

Katherine Werner 
Cohort D Winners: Elijah Lee, Marco Bongiovanni, Matisse Dierickx, Maya McHale 
 
Congratulations to all of our winners and thank you to those that participated! 
 
Please read below to learn more about what your children have been learning so far and what 
engaging activities are in store for the next units of study.   

Stay safe and be well! 

Kind regards, 

Kristy Chan  

 

 



 

Pre K News                                                                                                                                      Mrs. Tulimeri   

In Pre K, we just started our new unit entitled, All About Us. Children are exploring and learning about 
their features, unique attributes and their roles in both their family and classroom communities.  

In this unit of study, we are guiding our children to recognize the differences and similarities between 
themselves and the people around them in a way that celebrates all children and families.  The 
children will learn about different family recipes and activities. They will look at books written in English 
and in other languages.  Our families will also share customs or traditions that are special to them. 
We are having a great time learning about ourselves and our families in Pre K! 

Kindergarten News                                                                 Mrs. Eisenberg, Mrs. Borgese and Mrs. Polizzi   

Fundations 

                                     

We have been working on Unit 1.  Each week we introduce two letters, teach the letter name- 
keyword-sound as well as lowercase letter formation for each of the new letters.  We practice the 
letters of the week, review previous letters as well as the new letters.  So far we have learned t, b, f, n, 
m, i, u, c, o, a, g, d, s, e, and r.  We are learning which letters are consonants and which ones are 
vowels.  The children enjoy forming the letters on their dry erase boards using the sky line, plane line, 
grass line, and worm line.  It is also fun to practice our letter sounds on the magnetic tile boards.  

Reading/Writing 

                            



 
Each week we choose a few students to be the “Star Name” of the day.  We use each child’s name 
as a word study activity.  The children identify syllables in the name by clapping and stomping, count 
the letters, recognize the consonants and vowels, and make words with the letters.  We also interview 
the child to see what his/her favorite activities are and record the responses on a poster for the class 
to read.  This is a great way to see which children have things in common.  We are learning so much 
about one another!  Each child brings home a book which contains portraits of the star of the day 
drawn by the members of the class.  We have also been reading letter poems to go along with our 
Fundations letters.  The children enjoy being “letter detectives” and highlighting all the letters to 
match the title of the poem.  They have been identifying words and pictures that begin with the letter 
or letters we are studying.  We are practicing reading sentences aloud while pointing to each word. 
The children have also been enjoying borrowing books from our classroom library on their 
independent reading level.  

In Writing, we have begun our narrative writing.  The children are learning how to write a focused 
writing journal piece.  They must include characters, an event, and 5 details in their picture.  They are 
learning how to use the Thinking Maps and word wall to help them write a complete thought that 
matches their picture.  They are also learning how to self-edit their work using a checklist. 

Math 

     

The children have learned that counting tells how many are in a group, regardless of their 
arrangement of the order in which they are counted.  The children have been learning math 
concepts using both the enVisions2.0 program and hands-on math activities.  We have created 
various math games to make these concepts exciting.  The children learned how to compare groups 

of objects and use math vocabulary such as equal, greater than, and less than.   

Science 

 



 
The children are learning how to be scientists!  We were given a problem to solve in our Amplify unit 
on plants and animals.  The children will be collecting information to figure out what happened to 
the caterpillars in a field that was turned into a garden.  We are learning about living and nonliving 
things.  We will be learning about what living things need to survive.   

Social Studies/SEL 

                               

The beginning of the school year was spent creating a warm and respectful learning environment. 
The children brainstormed on a Circle Map a list of community promises.  Using our Passport program, 
we learned about the Pledge of Allegiance and what it means to make a pledge, both at home 
and at school.  We also read the story, Unique Monique and celebrated how each member of our 
classroom community is unique!  We are using the Sanford Harmony to teach social-emotional 
learning.  The class met Z.  Z is an alien that lands on earth and wants to learn how children on earth 
get along and respect one another.  The children have been learning about respect, friendship, and 
finding commonalities. 

First Grade News                                                       Ms. Tobjy, Mrs. Rodgers, Mrs. Pinto and Ms. Hematian  

Word Study   
The first grade students have been busy learning about consonant 
digraphs and bonus letters. Digraphs are two letters that make one 
sound (wh, ch, sh, th, ck). Students learned that consonant digraphs 
make one sound, so they only get one tap. In addition, students have 
been learning about bonus letters (f, l, and s). When a one syllable word 

ends in an f, l, or s, a second f, l, or s is added when spelling the word. Over the next several weeks, 
the students will be working on the glued sounds –all, -am, and –an. Glued sounds are word families 
in which one or more of the sounds are altered a bit. The vowel sounds are slightly changed from a 
pure short vowel sound to a more nasalized vowel sound. 

 



 
Reading  
The first grade students have been excited about diving into fictional texts. We 
have spent several weeks reading the stories, Stellaluna and Dragons and Giants. 
During this unit of study, the students focused on story elements and character 
traits. The students learned that when retelling a story they must include the 
following: setting, characters, major events – beginning, middle, and end, as well 
as the problem and solution. 
Over the next few weeks we will dive into a nonfiction unit of study. During this unit 
of study, the students will learn about the importance of nonfiction text features 
(table of contents, chapter headings, bolded words, photographs, diagrams, 
charts, glossary, index, etc.). In addition, the students will work on retelling 
important details and facts learned from the text. 

Writing  
The first grade students have been busy learning that authors participate in a 
writing process prior to writing their stories! The students are currently working on 
Observational/Comment writing pieces. This piece of writing tells about or 
describes a person or an object that is familiar to them. The students begin the 
writing process by brainstorming all they know about the topic in a Circle Map. The 
students then organize the details from their Circle Map onto a Tree Map. Finally, 

the students practice writing off the Tree Map to form complete and coherent sentences. This is 
preparing students to write their first nonfiction piece about an animal of their choice.  
 

Math  
This year the first grade students are exploring with addition and subtraction 
strategies. They are learning how to solve addition and subtraction problems 
associated with a particular type of real-life addition or subtraction situation. Each 
type of situation demonstrates how math can and should be used to model the 
real-life problem. Currently, the students are working hard to build fluency for 
addition and subtraction within 20.  Some addition strategies are counting, using 
doubles/near doubles, switching the addends, and adding with 5. Additional 

subtraction strategies are counting back and using addition to help you subtract. Students are using 
hands-on manipulatives such as counters, cubes, number-line, ten-frame and math racks. 

 
Social Studies  
This month, the first grade students have been learning all about why families are 
important and how they influence who they are. During this unit of study, we are 
focusing on the following questions:  
★ What is a family? Who are the members of a family?  
★ How do families help us?  



 
 ★ How do families teach values?  
 ★ What do people in families do?  
 ★ Why are celebrations important to families?  
 ★ How do families pass on language knowledge and customs through traditions?  
 ★ How are families the same and different?  
 ★ In what kinds of communities do families live?  

We look forward to learning more about our students and their families!  

Science  
The students have been so excited to be scientists who work in an “aquarium”! As 
scientists, they are exploring the different structures that animals can have and how it 
protects them from their predators. Students read texts such as Tortoises and their 
Parts, as well as Spikes, Spines and Shells. In addition, they’ve watched video clips of 
animals using their structures to protect themselves. Students will create multiple 

models throughout the unit to explain their ideas about how defenses function. They will apply their 
knowledge by making a model that shows a way to defend the aquarium’s animal food supply from 
being eaten by wildlife, and then by making a model of a sea creature’s defense against being 
eaten. By the end of the unit, students will be able to use ideas of structure and function to explain 
how a wide variety of animals and plants and their offspring defend themselves from being eaten. 

 
Social Emotional Learning 
We are embedding SEL into all academic areas this year! The students have been 
spending time getting to know each other and their families. The first month of school 
we focused on the theme of “Diversity and Inclusion”. This unit promoted a 
community environment in the classroom and virtually, as children learned to 

recognize and appreciate one another’s similarities and differences.  We are currently focusing on 
“Empathy & Critical Thinking”. During this unit of study, children will develop empathy (the ability to 
identify with and understand another person’s emotions), reduce stereotype thinking, and learn 
critical thinking skills.  
 
Second Grade News                                               Mrs.Whitlock, Ms. Convery, Mrs. Cassidy and Ms. Choi  
  
Fundations  
In Fundations, the students have been reviewing concepts from first grade and have just begun 
learning new second grade skills. We are learning about “Glued syllables” and will move onto “Glued 
syllable exceptions.” 
 
They are taking the concept of a closed syllable and learning exceptions to these rules. They                               
have learned these new glued sounds that are “closed syllable exceptions:” -ild, -old, -ost, -olt,                             



 
and –ind. Next, the students will be learning about suffixes. They will focus on: -s, -es, -ed, -ing,                                   
-est, -er, -s. They will also continue to learn to read vowel teams and r-controlled vowels. There                                 
is so much to learn in the making and spelling of words in our language. We are excited to see                                       
how to create new words together each day.   
   

 
Reading  
The second graders are doing a wonderful job reading different stories in class. We have been 
immersed in a close reading of Alexander Who Used to Be Rich Last Sunday by Judith Viorst and A 
Chair For My Mother by Vera B. Williams. While reading these books, the children are learning how to 
retell a story using who, what, where, when, why, and how. We are also identifying what a challenge 
is and how that challenge is overcome. Throughout these books, the students will be writing off of 
Thinking Maps and proving their answers using text evidence.  We are practicing sequencing stories 
as well as identifying character traits.  We answer the question: How do characters respond to major 
events?  Next, we will be reading books by Karen Kauffman Orloff. We will explore more about 
character traits and delve more into the different characters point of view.  How does one's point of 
view affect the outcome of the story? Second grade is hard at work reading and examining stories. 

 

Writing  
The students are focusing on writing narratives about a time in their life they had fun with family or a 
friend. They are planning their writing using various Thinking Maps to organize their writing.  Children 
use the maps to create a cohesive writing piece and we are currently learning how to add details 
and expand our writing.  We use colors in our Thinking Maps to help us add details and show us where 
we need more details in our writing.  
 
We are expanding our vocabulary and using sensory language as well as adjectives to create more 
descriptive writing pieces.   



 

 
 
Social Studies  
Our first unit of study in social studies  is Geography and currently we are focusing on map skills. We 
are practicing reading maps with a compass rose, a map key, as well as looking at different types of 
maps. The children are learning that there are all different types of maps that can represent states, 
countries, towns, parks, schools, and even rooms. Students are currently working on learning how to 
tell cardinal directions from intermediate directions.  We will be focusing on New York City as well as 
New York State and the different landforms that are located within New York State.  How can maps 
help us in our daily lives?  Ask your child to tell you the 5 boroughs of New York!  
 

 

Science  
In science, the students are studying how living things depend upon each other in order to survive 
and thrive. We are studying why it is important to protect parts of the earth. The children are 
investigating different habitats to see how all living things are connected. How do living things in a 
habitat depend on one another to survive?   We are learning how plants thrive and survive, what are 
the different plant parts, life cycles of different plants and how do plants reproduce?  At the end of 
the unit, children will discover that plants are a necessary part of any habitat and seed dispersal is 
extremely important for the survival not only of plants but of other animals that depend on the plants 
for survival in that habitat.   



 

 

SEL 
The students are doing a lot of social emotional learning. We have been doing a lot of work focusing 
on kindness, and how to treat others, through different read alouds and class discussions.  We 
created Community Promises for both the in-person classroom and our Google Classroom.  By 
showing respect to others, we can help each other feel happy and comfortable in our learning 
environment.  We have been learning about our emotions through the mood meter and that is 
helping us with the transition back to in-person learning, as well as remote learning.  The students 
have learned the importance of keeping each other safe and being responsible citizens in their 
classrooms.  In the coming months, we will be focusing on gratitude and things that we are thankful 
for, especially this year. 

                                         

Third Grade News                              Mrs. Kuchynsky, Ms. Kiss, Mrs. Cincotta, Ms. DiAmore and Ms. Choi  

Reading 
The third graders are beginning a new unit in which they are engaging in project based learning to 
access information on various plants and animals. We will then be reading a historical story and learn 
a character's actions and motivation. We will continue to use RADD (restate, answer, detail, detail) to 
help develop response skills as well as to develop test taking strategies. We will use what we have 
learned about character traits and text features to support our discoveries and book analyses.  

 



 
Writing 
The third graders are beginning a new unit in which they will write informational texts based on a 
living plant or animal in the Wetlands of their choice. They will use their reading skills to gather 
information and organize it on their Thinking Maps. This information will then be used to transform it 
into an informational writing piece that they will proudly publish. Informational writing is meant to 
teach a reader about something new and find information about a topic through facts and details 
that can be proven as true. 

 
Math 
The third graders are working on strengthening their multiplication through the use of arrays, 
distributive property, word problems, and more. They are now moving on to utilizing their background 
knowledge of multiplication to introduce division. We have been using CUBES (circle numbers, 
underline the question, box key words, eliminate unnecessary or confusing information, and solve the 
problem) to help us understand and accurately solve word problems. 

 
Science 
The third graders have been learning about plants and animals' life cycles and how they inherit their 
traits. How do organisms get their traits? This is an unspoken question that underlies things many of us 
wonder about beginning at an early age, such as; Why does my sibling have curly hair whereas mine 
is straight? How come I am shorter than others in my family? Why is my sister a faster runner than I 
am? In the Inheritance and Traits: Variation in Wolves unit, we have been diving deep into exploring 
patterns in the traits of organisms to answer the question of how those traits come to be. We have 
assumed the role of wildlife biologists and are helping a class of students near the fictional Graystone 
National Park to solve the mystery of Wolf 44.  Wolf 44 is a wolf they have observed to be different 
from the rest of its pack, which serves as the anchor phenomenon for the unit. As wildlife biologists, 
we’ve been working to figure out how Wolf 44 got its traits. 



 

 
 
Social Studies 
The third graders are continuing their Geography unit. We are learning to read and analyze a variety 
of maps, creating relief maps, studying and analyzing natural resources, and more in order for us to 
create our own geographical location. We will then be moving into our unit on China in which we will 
be discovering the people, places, traditions, foods, and changes in history of this country.  
 

 
 
SEL 
The third graders have been learning about different types of feelings, how to manage them, and 
how to address others feelings. We have also been working on developing growth mindsets instead 
of fixed mindsets. In addition, third grade is working on incorporating games and strategies that they 
could employ in their everyday lives to foster empathy, kindness, and individual strength. We are 
learning how to manage emotions through daily mindful practice.  

  
  
 
 
  



 
Fourth Grade News                                            Mrs. Mei, Mrs. Sheridan, Ms. Fejzullaj and Mr. Fernando  

Reading  
The fourth graders have been practicing using close reading strategies across a variety of genres. 
The students are currently enjoying the book Lunch Money by Andrew Clements. They are learning 
how readers can describe, in-depth, the characters, themes and settings of a story. We have been 
using a variety of thinking maps- bubble maps to describe character traits, double bubble maps to 
compare and contrast multiple characters, and tree maps to provide evidence from the text to 
support their claims. Our next stories will tie in nicely with our current Social Studies unit about Native 
Americans- Hiawatha and How the Stars Fell into the Sky.  

                                                                

Math  
Grade four began the year by revisiting place value. We used place value to compare and round 
multi-digit numbers up to the hundred thousands. From there we moved on to fluently adding and 
subtracting multi-digit whole numbers using the standard algorithm and regrouping. We recently 
dove into our new topic on multiplication. Within this topic, we will work on using different strategies 
and properties including: the distributive property, commutative property, associative property, 
arrays, partial products, place value, and standard algorithm to multiply 2, 3, and 4-digit numbers by 
1-digit numbers.   

                           

 

Writing  
The fourth graders are currently working on creating personal experience narratives that provide 
details and descriptive language to tell about a personal event. The students began the unit by 
learning the basic structure of a personal experience narrative piece. They focused on including an 
opening paragraph, three events with supporting details, using transition words to show sequence, 
and including a closing paragraph. Thinking maps were used to help students organize and record 
their ideas. The students are now learning specific strategies that will help take their writing to the next 
level. Some of the writing strategies they are currently working on include: zoom to a narrow focus, 



 
refer to feelings and emotions, and use multiple, subtle, embedded transition words and phrases 
within the writing piece. The students are enjoying creating and sharing their personal narrative 
pieces with the class! 

 

 

Science  
Fourth grade is currently embarking on an interactive and engaging look into the wetlands 
through our unit of vision and light. As conservation biologists, we are introduced to a problem in 
the wetlands and are challenged to explain what is happening that is causing a decline of the 
red-winged blackbirds. We are introduced to the idea that animals have sensory structures that 
help them survive.  
 

                

Social Studies  
Grade four began the year by exploring New York State geography. This entailed studying different 
types of maps and their purpose, reviewing map features, and reading maps. By studying maps 
and geography, students were able to identify and understand the location of New York in the 
world. We recently embarked into a new unit on Native Americans. In this unit, we will learn how the 
environment and natural resources influenced the development of Native American cultures in 
New York, about the significance the names Native Americans chose for their tribes, how roles and 
responsibilities were defined in Native American culture and government, how their traditions 
reflected their beliefs, and how their cultures contributed to the development of our current state 
and country. 

       
 
Social Emotional Learning  
The fourth grade students completed Unit 1: Diversity and Inclusion in the Sanford Harmony program. 
They engaged in different kinds of activities that promoted a community environment both in the 



 
classroom and in the remote learning setting. These activities focused on helping us get to know 
each other, find out ways in which we are similar, and to celebrate the ways in which we are 
unique. We have recently moved into Unit 2: Critical Thinking. The students will continue to engage in 
various activities that will help them develop empathy and reduce stereotyped thinking.  
 

       

Computer Science  
We will soon be learning how to be programmers! In the upcoming months, we will be introduced 
to the concepts of hardware/software and input/output. Through “unplugged” activities, we will 
strengthen our problem solving skills by working through the concepts of algorithms, programming, 
debugging, and loops.  

  
Fifth Grade News                                                 Ms. Barongi, Mr. Grossman, Mrs. Kelly and Ms. Vazquez  
  
Science 
Fifth graders have become ecologists! In this unit of Amplify, students will 
be learning about ecosystem reconstruction. All three cohorts have 
planted grass terrariums which they will continue to observe for a few 
weeks. One terrarium will receive water and sunlight while the other is 
missing one of the factors. Students will make observations, make 
hypotheses, and synthesize information as they learn what matter is and 
how animals and plants grow.   
 
Social Studies 
The beginning of the year students discussed the election process and focused 
primarily on what makes a qualified leader. This discussion connected to the 
Student Council election as well as the Presidential election. This month we will 
discuss the importance of Veterans Day and thank those who served and are 
currently serving our country. In addition, we will begin incorporating our Social 
Studies lesson with ELA as we begin to learn and discuss important events in black history.  

  
Reading 
In this unit, we are reading two separate books both related to ecosystems that tie into our science 
curriculum.  The first book we read was Night of the Spadefoot Toads by Bill Harley, and the second is 
Rachel Carson: Pioneer of Ecology.  Students were exposed to both fiction and nonfiction texts that 



 
center around the importance of preserving nature, and the impact that humans have on these 
precious resources.  We analyzed multiple cause and effect relationships that show real-world 
examples that highlight the impact our choices have on nature and society as a whole.   
 

 
 
Writing 
Our first writing unit this year focused on research based argumentative writing.  Students learned 
how to make an informed decision on a topic while learning about both sides of an issue.  This 
process included  synthesizing information from both print and digital sources, categorizing their 
information into topics, and using different types of elaboration to support their opinion.  Thinking 
Maps were used at each phase of the writing process in order to structure their thinking, information 
gathering and writing, and will continue to be an integral part of our writing units moving forward.   

 

Math 
Fifth grade mathematicians began the year by taking a close look at numbers. We started by 
examining decimal values, and this will pave the way for our understanding of how to add, subtract, 
multiply and divide with decimals. We are looking forward to connecting our understanding of 
decimals to real life, and will work on a very special project to showcase our heritage through family 
recipes.  

 

 



 
Social Emotional Learning 
Social Emotional Learning takes a front seat this year, as we adapt to a new school environment and 
the changes to the world around us. The return to school is a time to practice communication and 
social skills so that we can interact effectively with others. Community building activities support these 
skills and help us relate to one another. As our school year continues, we will have the chance to 
consider ethical, social, and safety factors as they relate to our decision making. Our historical texts 
as well as our current events will be prime material for discussion around this skill.  

Physical Education                                                                                                                     Mr. Sciabarassi  

 
 
Our program started off the year with creating a positive, safe and fun learning environment. We 
have been very lucky with this great weather. I make sure to get the students outside as much as 
possible. We have a good amount of space provided in our courtyard. This allows us to follow social 
distance guidelines and still be able to exercise and learn different skills, sports and activities. On days 
we cannot be in our yard, I go to the student’s classrooms to still make sure they are receiving their 
daily activities, along with learning new exercises and skills within their classroom space. For my 
remote students, I post videos and pictures during the week so they can follow along with what we 
are doing in person. 
  
Each grade learned their daily routines and warm-ups, along with fun icebreaker games and 
activities to get them moving and prepared for a year filled with exercise. Some of these movements 
and skills were skipping, hopping, running, stretching, hoola-hoop games and many other fun 
activities. 
  
After this, we began our first unit of soccer. Soccer is a sport that’s encouraged to be taught to the 
students for all of its positive benefits, along with following the new NYC school rules and regulations. 
This unit is great because each and every grade can participate at their own skill level from Pre K – 5th 
grade. Some skills we have covered in this unit include: 
  



 
Dribbling: Students learned how to dribble a soccer ball with proper form using their feet. This was 
great for balance and hand-eye coordination, especially for our younger students. It slowed students 
down knowing they had to control the soccer ball before running, which in turn made them think 
before moving. 
  
Passing: Students learned how to properly pass a soccer ball. This skill required many partnerships and 
group activities. Students were able to work with different partners and create different bonds 
through passing a soccer ball. 
  
Shooting: Students learned how to shoot a soccer ball using the proper cues. Through shooting, 
students were able to see all of their soccer skills come together as one. In a short amount of time, I 
watched them gain confidence each and every time they stepped into the gym for our soccer unit. 
  
Throughout the year, students will have opportunities to become involved in life-long physical 
activities through different individual and teamwork sport units. Some things to look forward to during 
the school year: 
  
-Teamwork Games & Activities 
-Throwing & Catching Unit 
-Classroom Move to Improve 
- Health & Wellness 
- Track Unit 
- Fitness Testing (Fitness gram) 

   
Music                                                                                                                                           Mr. Carpentieri  

Pre-K, Kindergarten, 1st Grade 
This year we began with opposites in music. Students experienced slow-fast, high-low, and loud-soft 
by participating in a variety of different activities, movement songs, and books. We 
also began to use rhythm sticks and scarves to experience and explore steady beat, 
counting, and fast-slow. As we continue into the next few months, we will begin our 
instrument families unit where students will categorize similar instruments from a variety 
of music genres.  
 
2nd Grade 
This year we began with reading rhythms and playing on our “desk drums”. Students 
have improvised different rhythms by tapping on their desks throughout different 
games and have read through grade level rhythms such as quarter notes, eighth 
notes, quarter rests, half notes, half rests, and sixteenth notes. We will begin our 
instrument families unit where students will categorize similar instruments and create 
their own musical instrument to play. 
 



 
3rd, 4th, 5th Grade 
This year we began with defining the seven elements of music (tempo, dynamics, form, melody, 
harmony, rhythm, texture) and applying those words to describe current music. Students have also 
started to work on musical literacy skills by reading grade level rhythms and reading 
notes on the musical staff. We will begin our music technology unit where students will 
be able to create their own compositions using websites such as Chrome Music Lab, 
Soundtrap, Incredibox, Soundscape, Noteflight, and Yousician.  

 

 

Technology/Computer Science                                                                                                Mrs. Georgiou  

 

Technology /Computer Science instruction will be offered remotely for the 2020-2021 school year. 
Every grade has a Tech Google Classroom and all students have been invited to join. Please make 
sure that your child has accepted this invitation to be part of the class and that they are completing 
the weekly lessons/assignments. 

This year, more than ever, it is important to discuss the importance of digital citizenship. Since we are 

teaching and learning in a blended/remote environment, the importance of online safety and 
proper online behavior is paramount. 

All grades are learning about ways to be safe online and to balance their digital lives by engaging in 
offline activities.  These activities include going outside to play, reading books, spending quality time 
with family and limiting screen time for activities that are non-school related. 

Various remote teaching tools are utilized to share ideas like Flipgrid (4th and 5th grade) and 
Jamboard. Currently, all grades are learning about the parts of the computer (internal and external) 
and the difference between hardware and software. 



 

In December, we will celebrate Computer Science Education Week (December 7 – 13). The students 
will engage in activities that will teach CS concepts  such as algorithms, decomposition and 
abstraction. During this week, we also celebrate the Hour of Code. This is a school-wide event to raise 
awareness of Computer Science and its role in building 21st century skills in our students. 

In an effort to assist students with their keyboarding skills, our school has purchased an online 
subscription to Typing Pal. This is a great program that will help students master this necessary skill. 
Please encourage your children to utilize this resource. Learning how to keyboard correctly is a skill 

that will serve them well in the years to come. Login information for Typing Pal has been shared with 
all students in the TECH Google Classroom. Students in grades 1-5 have an individual username and 
password. Kindergarten students will begin using Typing Pal in February.  

Student Council      Mrs. Kelly 
 
We are proud to announce that we had a successful, all-inclusive Student Council Election. As part of 
their campaigning, Team The Waterfalls and Team Champion Achievers collaborated in new ways to 
make respectful, creative, and informative posters and animations that were shared both in building 
and on Google Classrooms in grades 2-5. They also strung together recorded speeches that were 
shared during a virtual Speak Out Assembly. Students in grades 2-5 were able to vote virtually this 
year and Champion Achievers have been chosen to represent this year's Student Council cabinet. 
Congratulations to both teams for their dedication and commitment to this election. They made PS 
98 proud and we look forward to hearing everyone’s ideas to help make this a wonderful school 
year.  

Student Council Elect 

Kara Turk, President 

Liana Melatparast, Vice President 
Jasper Thakur, Secretary 
Livana Fong, Treasurer 

Campaign Manager: Chelsie Uribe 

Marketing Team Member: Steven Kapnisakis 
 



 
PS 98 Ambassadors       Mrs. Holle 
 
I am happy to announce our Ambassadors for the 2020-2021 school year.  They are Zain Alkurdi, 
Brandon Chan, Audrey Finamore, Vivienne Galvin, Emily King, Margaret McGeveran, Zooey 
Markowitz, Samuel Shorr, Katherine Werner, and Brian Yang.  Congratulations!!! 
 
We will kick off the year by participating in the City Harvest Food Drive.  The Food Drive will run from 
November 16 - November 23.  Ambassadors are looking forward to your participation and support. 
  
In, Out and Around The Douglaston School                                                                                    Mrs. Holle 

 
As we all started this school year with stress and anxiety, the children have settled in nicely to their 
“new” school routine.  They have all adapted well to wearing their masks and staying socially distant 
while still focusing on learning.  Arrival and dismissal procedures are working well and keeping 
everyone safe.  Even though it was different this year, the children enjoyed Book Character Day and 
had fabulous costumes.  Their Book Character drawings are displayed throughout the school. 
Teachers and staff worked hard to make sure it was fun for all.   

  
Dates to Remember                                                                             Ms. Diana Gautier, Assistant Principal  
  
November 9-16: Virtual Picture Day 
November 15: Blended Opt-In Window closes 
November 16-23: City Harvest Food Drive 
November 17: Cyberbullying Parent Workshop - 5:30 pm 

PTA Meeting - 7:00 pm 
November 20: Safety Meeting - 8:00 am 
November 24: Know Your Rights Parent Workshop - 5:00 pm 
November 26&27: School Closed - Thanksgiving 
November 30: Blended Opt-In Students begin 
 
December 3: Conflict Resolution Parent Workshop - 11:00 am 
December 7-13: Computer Science Education Week 
December 10: SLT Meeting - 8:00 am (Tentative) 
December 15: PTA Meeting - 7:00 pm 
December 18: Safety Meeting - 8:00 am 
December 24-January 1: School Closed - Winter Recess 
 


