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April 2021 

 

Dear PS 98 Families, 

 

This month’s selection for Book of the Month is Chocolate Milk, Por Favor! by Maria Dismondy. 

This inspiring story illustrates how actions speak louder than words and it teaches us the 

importance of celebrating diversity, kindness, inclusion and empathy.  In this story, Johnny is a 

big fan of school but that all changes when the new kid, Gabe arrives. Gabe doesn't speak 

any English, and that doesn't stop Johnny from going out of his way to be unkind. But what will 

Johnny do when Gabe starts to make new friends? Will he join in the fun of making a new 

friend or turn the other way? Johnny realizes a powerful message in this story where student 

differences are celebrated. Read to find out how chocolate milk plays a major role in the 

discovery of the real universal language, kindness. 

 

 

                                                               

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=idGcvzb4hnY 

(Click on the link to read the story) 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Book of the Month Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DidGcvzb4hnY&data=04%7C01%7CEConvery%40schools.nyc.gov%7C717502223125478f9fef08d8fa921189%7C18492cb7ef45456185710c42e5f7ac07%7C0%7C0%7C637534852567923323%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=VKXAiJ%2FGpVAby%2BnkgNw8UJi%2Bl8Rnpq%2FITuIoHqUCZ6U%3D&reserved=0
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Questions organized by Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy of Higher Order Thinking 

Although there are grade band denotations, we found that some questions would be appropriate for all 

students: 

 

Bloom’s Taxonomy 

Level 

Possible Questions/ Thinking Maps 

 Grades K-2 Grades 3-5 

 

Remember:  

Recognize, 

recall,  

locate, identify  
 

Create a flow map to retell the 

story using important details from 

the beginning, middle and end. 

Create a flow map to retell the story 

using important details from the 

beginning, middle and end. 

 

Understand:  

Clarify, summarize, 

paraphrase, 

represent, predict, 

compare  
 

Choose either Gabe or Johnny to 

think about.  How does that 

character change over time in the 

story?  Create a tree map organizing 

the actions, words and thoughts of 

the character. 

Compare and contrast Gabe and 

Johnny using a Double Bubble map.  

Provide evidence from the text to 

show how they changed from the 

beginning to the end of the story.  

Draw the bubbles of the beginning in 

one color, and the bubbles of the end 

in a different color. 

 

Apply:  

Use procedure in a  

given situation, carry-  

out or use with 

unfamiliar task  

 

 

What is empathy?  How could Johnny 

have been more empathetic toward 

Gabe? 

What is empathy?  How could Johnny 

have been more empathetic toward 

Gabe? 

 

Analyze:  

Break into parts, 

distinguish, organize, 

outline, deconstruct  
 

This book teaches us to celebrate 

diversity.  Why is it important to 

celebrate diversity? Create a circle 

map to list ways we can celebrate 

diversity in our school. 

 

This book teaches us to celebrate 

diversity.  Why is it important to 

celebrate diversity? How can 

celebrating diversity make the world a 

better place? 

Evaluate:  

Make judgments based 

on criteria, critique 

Think about a time when you were 

left out of an activity or game, how 

did you feel? What would you say to 

Johnny about his actions? 

Think about a time when you were left 

out of an activity or game, how did 

you feel? What would you say to 

Johnny about his actions? 

Create:  

Reorganize elements 

into new patterns, 

design, construct, 

produce 

One lesson we learn from this book is 

that actions speak louder than words. 

On a circle map, list actions you can 

take to be a good friend to a new 

student in your class. 

One lesson we learn from this book is 

that actions speak louder than words. 

On a circle map, list actions you can 

take to be a good friend to a new 

student in your class. 
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Social-Emotional Learning Activity: 

Gabe came to the new school from a different country and didn’t speak the language.  

Johnny was not empathetic at first, and didn’t understand what Gabe was struggling 

through.  Do you have to speak the same language to be friends with or have fun with 

someone? 


