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January 2017 

 

Dear PS 98 Families, 

 

Our very first book of this new year is a special one, as it delivers a message that is vital for us all, and 

quite apropos for this time of year. The Sound of Silence is the story of a young boy who journeys 

through the everyday hustle and bustle of life in a busy city in the search for silence. It is a reminder of 

how easily we are distracted by daily “noise,” and how we must all try to find our ma. We hope you 

enjoy! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Book of the Month Team 
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Questions organized by Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy of Higher Order Thinking 

Although there are grade band denotations, we found that some questions would be appropriate for all 

students: 

 

  

Bloom’s Taxonomy Level Possible Questions/ Thinking Maps 

 Grades K-2 Grades 3-5 

Remember: 

 

Recognize, recall, 

locate, identify 
 

How does Yoshio eventually find 

silence?  Create a flow map to 

sequence the places he visits to find 

silence. 

What prevents Yoshio from hearing 

silence? Create a multi-flow map to 

show the places Yoshio visits to find 

silence and the reasons why he 

cannot find it. Use “cannot find 

silence” in your middle box 

Understand: 

 

Clarify, summarize, 

paraphrase, represent, 

predict, compare 

 
 

Why do you think the koto player 

tells Yoshio that silence is the most 

beautiful sound?  Do you agree or 

disagree?  Why? 

Describe the feeling of ma, or 

silence, according to Yoshio. Where 

does he finally attain this feeling? 

Why? Use a bubble map to help you 

describe.  

Apply: 

 

Use procedure in a 

given situation, carry- 

out or use with unfamiliar 

task 
 

What is your favorite sound? 

Consider the noise that this sound 

makes. What images and 

experiences does it call to mind? Use 

a bridge map to help you connect 

your sounds to experiences. 

What is your favorite sound? 

Consider the noise that this sound 

makes. What images and 

experiences does it call to mind? 

Use a bridge map to help you 

connect your sounds to 

experiences.  

Analyze: 

 

Break into parts, 

distinguish, 

organize, outline, 

deconstruct 

 
 

After Yoshio finds silence, he realizes 

that silence had always been around 

him.  Choose one place he visited 

and explain where he could have 

found ma. 

At the end of the story, the author 

shares an idea- “without silence, 

sound would be meaningless.” Do 

you agree? Why or why not? 

Evaluate: 

 

Make judgments based on 

criteria, critique 

The author uses sound words to 

describe different things Yoshio 

hears.  Why do you think the author 

does this?  What pictures does it help 

you draw in your mind? 

How does the author use alliteration 

in the story? How does this cause 

you to think about sounds?  

  

Create: 

 

Reorganize elements into 

new patterns, design, 

construct, produce 

Think of a time you have found 

silence.  Using a bubble map, 

describe the way you felt when you 

found silence.  Then, write about that 

time using your feeling and 

describing where you were and what 

you were doing.  

Where do YOU find silence? Have 

you ever felt the feeling of ma that 

Sensai describes in the story? Tell 

about a time when you experienced 

this feeling OR create a short story 

describing a time that your 

character experienced this. Pay 

close attention to what was 

happening in yours or your 

character’s 5 senses. 

 


