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Dear PS 98 Families, 

 

 

 

September brings the promise of new experiences as we begin another exciting school year. 

For this reason, we are revisiting one of our favorite classic books, Life by Cynthia Rylant. There will be 

many joys and challenges ahead, and our message this month is to appreciate them, one and all.  

Happy Reading!  

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Book of the Month Team 
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Questions organized by Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy of Higher Order Thinking 

 

Although there are grade band denotations, we found that some questions would be appropriate 

for all students 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social-Emotional Learning Activity:  The author says “Life is not always easy.” Talk with your 

family about a time you faced a challenge, and how you overcame your problem.  

 

Bloom’s Taxonomy Level Possible Questions/ Thinking Maps 

 Grades K-2 Grades 3-5 

Remember:  

Recognize, 

recall,  

locate, identify  
 

What do each of the animals 

love about life? Use a bridge 

map to relate the animals to 

their joys in life. 

What do each of the animals love 

about life? Use a bridge map to 

relate the animals to their joys in 

life. 

Understand:  

Clarify, summarize, 

paraphrase, 

represent, predict, 

compare  
 

Think about the animals in the 

story and what they love about 

life.  What do you love about 

life? 

How can the animals remind us of 

the beauty in life? 

Apply:  

Use procedure in a  

given situation, carry-  

out or use with 

unfamiliar task  

 
 

Use your bridge map relating 

animals to their joys in life to add 

on additional living creatures, 

including yourself! 

Use your bridge map relating 

animals to their joys in life to add 

on additional living creatures, 

including yourself! 

Analyze:  

Break into parts, 

distinguish, organize, 

outline, deconstruct  

 

 

How does life “grow” as we 

experience the “wilderness?” 

What message does the author 

have about life? 

Evaluate:  

Make judgments based 

on criteria, critique 

What do you think the author 

means by “life begins small?”  

The author repeats the idea that 

“life begins small.” Why do you 

think the author chose to begin 

and end the story in the same 

way?  

Create:  

Reorganize elements 

into new patterns, 

design, construct, 

produce 

 The author says, “There is always 

a new road to take.”  How can 

we help each other and 

ourselves when life doesn’t go 

our way? 

The author says that life is full of 

change, and that there is always a 

new road to take. Describe a 

change that you've experienced 

in your life. Imagine what the "new 

road" is, or could be.  


