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April 2018 

 

Dear PS 98 Families, 

 

As we continue to focus on growing our students in both the academic and emotional sense, we are 

excited to present this month’s text, Thank You, Earth, by April Pulley Sayre. Touching on subjects from 

life cycles to weather, colors, shapes, and patterns, this poetic text helps us explore all things the 

Earth gives us and allows us to think about what we should be thankful for each and every day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Book of the Month Team 
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Questions organized by Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy of Higher Order Thinking 

Although there are grade band denotations, we found that some questions would be appropriate for all 

students: 

Social-Emotional Learning Activity: 

April Pulley Sayre is thanking the Earth for all things that help us enjoy the beauty of the environment.  It is 

important to be aware of the animals and plants in our environment, because without them, our world would 

not be as beautiful.  Brainstorm new ways to conserve resources, and help wildlife and the planet, so that we 

can keep our Earth clean and healthy for many generations to come  

Bloom’s Taxonomy Level Possible Questions/ Thinking Maps 

 Grades K-2 Grades 3-5 

Remember:  

Recognize, 

recall,  

locate, identify  
 

The author says, “Thank you for 

curves and prickles and parallels. 

For patterns—all shapes that 

repeat” and “Thank you for rays and 

radials, and overlapping greens.” 

Where can you find patterns in 

nature? 

 The author says, “Thank you for curves 

and prickles and parallels. For patterns—

all shapes that repeat” and “Thank you 

for rays and radials, and overlapping 

greens.” Where can you find patterns in 

nature? 

Understand:  

Clarify, summarize, 

paraphrase, 

represent, predict, 

compare  
 

How do the photographs in the 

book help you understand what the 

words are saying? 

What role do the photographs in the book 

play?  How does the layout and 

placement of each photograph work in 

relation to the layout and placement of 

the text? 

Apply:  

Use procedure in a  

given situation, carry-  

out or use with 

unfamiliar task  
 

Why do you think the author 

decided to write a thank you card 

to the Earth? 

Why do you think the author decided to 

write a thank you card to the Earth? 

Analyze:  

Break into parts, 

distinguish, organize, 

outline, deconstruct  
 

Choose one thing from the book 

and think about its role on Planet 

Earth.  How does it benefit the Earth 

overall? 

Choose one thing from the book and 

think about its role on Planet Earth.  What 

does it contribute to its immediate 

environment and ecosystem? 

Evaluate:  

Make judgments based 

on criteria, critique 

The author discusses the beautiful 

parts of the Earth, but we know 

there are parts of the Earth that are 

in need.  How can you assist 

scientists in their work to help the 

planet? 

The author discusses the beautiful parts of 

the Earth, but we know there are parts of 

the Earth that are in need.  How can you 

assist scientists in their work to help the 

planet? 

Create:  

Reorganize elements 

into new patterns, 

design, construct, 

produce 

Using a circle map, list all the things 

the Earth gives us that you are 

thankful for.  Then, write a thank you 

card to the Earth that tells why you 

are thankful for so much.  Try to 

create a poem as the author does 

throughout the book. 

Using a circle map, list all the things the 

Earth gives us that you are thankful for.  

Then, write a thank you card to the Earth 

that tells why you are thankful for so 

much.  .  Try to create a poem as the 

author does throughout the book. 
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